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"Open data is data that can be freely used, re-used and 
redistributed by anyone - subject only, at most, to the requirement 
to attribute and sharealike."

as defined by the Open Definition (https://opendefinition.org)

https://opendefinition.org/
https://opendefinition.org
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What is Open Data Scotland?

A 100% volunteer-run, collaborative community promoting open data through 
open source.

We aim to help people

- locate Open Data better
- understand what we have in Scotland
- and promote projects which use these Open Data

All of this is to help the public understand what Open Data is available in 
Scotland.
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The problem we’re trying to solve

Users of open data don’t know where to find data 

- Sources are disparate and decentralised
- Very reliant on knowing who to ask and where to look
- High barrier to access for the occasional user

There have been attempts to collate sources before

- Well intentioned, but one-off events
- Huge effort to maintain
- Sources become aged and irrelevant 

Some people don’t recognise the term “open data”

We wanted to build a community of like-minded people across Scotland and further!
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427 datasets
manually* gathered  in a Google 

sheet

How we started

*may contain Python 🐍🐍
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How do we gather the data?
� 100% Python-based pipeline
  11 scraper scripts
  2 scripts for merging and cleaning

👍👍 Some organisations have APIs
 CKAN, ArcGIS, USMART

👎👎 Some organisations have static web pages
Manual gathering
Automate using scripting - Beautiful Soup 
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How do we display the end result?
● JKAN - https://jkan.io
● Static site generator using 

Jekyll (Ruby-based)
● Uses Markdown/YAML 

files for data storage
● Markdown converts to 

HTML files on site publish
● Hosted on GitHub pages 

(for free!)
● Open source project

https://jkan.io
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● Soft launched November 2021
● Average 700+ visitors a month
● 60+ organisations with 

published open data
● 75% published with OGL licence
● Site analytics using Plausible.io
● Dataset analytics and stats 

using Chart.js and Leaflet.js
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Automation

● GitHub Actions
● YAML based CI/CD platform
● Open source == free usage!
● Weekly updates
● Runs automatically
● Error handling and reporting
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2,000+ datasets
automatically scraped  each week

Where we are now
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Live demo!
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Publishers
Current
31 Local Authorities
Cycling Scotland
National Library Scotland
Public Health Scotland
Research Data Scotland
Scottish Forestry
Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA)
Spatial Hub
Scottish Government Statistics
Scottish Parliament 

Next up
National Records Scotland
Scottish Environmental 
Protection Agency (SEPA)
Marine Scotland
Public Contracts Scotland
Stagecoach
Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations (SCVO)
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Local authority coverage
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Top 10 Local Authorities by volume

⭐

⭐

⭐
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Top 10 categories by volume
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Service Areas

1. Find Datasets
2. Learn about 
OD in Scotland

3. Promote Open Data use
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What’s the point?



Open Data Scotland
opendata.scot

@opendata_sco

Service Areas

3. Promote Open Data use
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Source: https://www.glasgowchamberofcommerce.com/29659

https://www.glasgowchamberofcommerce.com/29659
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Source: https://govspend.opendata.scot

https://govspend.opendata.scot
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The challenges

- Inconsistent standards
- Across different publishers

- Within individual publishers

- Some metadata doesn’t exist 
- Do we ignore, interpolate or other?

- Working over a long time period
- How do you keep momentum and engagement over 12 months?

- Keeping collaborators informed in non-real time

- How do you remember what you did 2 months ago?

- Breaking tasks into bite-sized chunks

- Getting people to know this service exists
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Future features and plans

- Twitter bots?
- Alerts for when sources go offline
- Weekly key trends: pageviews + most popular dataset of the week

- Smarter categorisation of datasets?
- Dataset 5-star rating and review system?
- Recommender engine: “see other datasets like this”?
- MORE DATA!
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The wins

- Seeing active users on the service

- Broad range of skills and expertise available

- Opportunity to work with people you wouldn’t normally work with

- Hitting 2000+ dataset listings
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Key Messages

1. Know that opendata.scot is a resource
a. To find datasets and projects
b. But also to work on as a contributor

1. Talk about Open Data use

1. Know that you can do a lot with very little
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Scottish Open Data Unconference

- 📅📅 18/19th November 2023
- 📍📍 ONE Tech Hub - Aberdeen
- 🎫🎫 https://sodu.live
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Thank you
Questions?
Jack Gilmore

opendata.scot
@opendata_sco
@OpenDataScotland
opendata.scot/slack

jack.gilmore.scot

jack@gilmore.scot

linkedin.com/in/gilmorejc

@jackgilmore@mstdn.social

@YesImJack

@JackGilmore
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